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May 9, 2002 

Special Achievement in GIS Award 
 
Dr. Paul M. Rich, Team Leader, GISLab 
Environmental Dynamics and Spatial Analysis Group, EES-10 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Los Alamos, NM 87545 
 
Dear Dr. Rich: 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to inform you that your site has been selected to receive a “Special 
Achievement in GIS” award at ESRI’s 22nd Annual User Conference, in recognition of GIS efforts in 
support of the Cerro Grande Rehabilitation Project.  This award is being given to select user sites 
around the world in recognition of their outstanding work in the GIS field.  Your organization was 
chosen to receive this prize from over 100,000 user sites worldwide.  It is quite an honor.  
 
In May 2000, the Cerro Grande Fire swept through Los Alamos, NM, burning more than 48,000 
acres, and causing evacuation of the national laboratory and town.  GIS was an integral part of 
response during the fire, and continues to be used for restoration and environmental monitoring 
under the Cerro Grande Rehabilitation Project.  This prize is being awarded to the GISLab (formerly 
known as FIMAD) and the many colleagues at Los Alamos National Laboratory who contributed to 
these GIS efforts, and are helping to build a spatial data warehouse for institutional and fire-related 
spatial data.  It should be noted that numerous other groups collaborated in these GIS efforts, 
including Sandia National Laboratory, Loft4, the Earth Data Analysis Center (EDAC), and the 
multi-agency Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) team. 
 
The awards will be presented at a special ceremony on Thursday, July 11, from 3:30–5:30pm in Hall 
H of the San Diego Convention Center.  This special event is open to all registered users, and 
spouses are invited to attend the ceremony as guests.  Once again ESRI will be showcasing all SAG 
award winners in a special application on the ESRI website: http://www.esri.com/sagwinners.  If you 
have any questions regarding this award please contact Denise Miller at dmiller@esri.com.  
 
I commend you and your coworkers on a job well done and look forward to meeting you at the 
ceremony. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Dangermond 
President, ESRI 
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